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This volume presenting the results of excavation and survey work at the cliff castle of Trevelgue Head must represent one of the most extended ‘backlog’ publications of any excavation and has clearly required considerable perseverance and detective work. Croft Andrew never achieved publication during his lifetime, not for want of trying and following his death in 1981 English Heritage (EH) became involved. A further setback was the death of Peter Donaldson, who had begun the post-excavation analysis. Finally in the late 1990s Cornwall Archaeological Unit was invited by EH to undertake the programme leading to publication. It is a great achievement for the authors to bring this publication to fruition and the work has clearly benefitted from their personal knowledge of Cornish archaeology. The volume covers both the 1939 excavation and later survey work undertaken by EH in the 1980s, together with observations made during more recent restoration work. 
The volume follows a fairly standard layout for an excavation report commencing with descriptions of the landscape and upstanding earthworks, followed by the excavation, and then a series of specialist reports on the pottery, small finds, metalworking debris, coins, stonework and lithics. Environmental aspects are limited to studies of the mammal and fish remains, marine molluscs and charcoal.  The final chapters discuss the archaeology in relation to its local and regional significance, tracing the changes and development of the site from the Mesolithic to the 5th century and, in particular, during the 1st millennium BC, its relationship to the cliff castles of the Cornish coast. 
The earthworks, excavated data and surface finds made before, during and after the 1939 excavations reveal activity on the headland from the Mesolithic through to the 19th century, though the main phase of activity was during the Cornish Iron Age from the 5th to 1st centuries BC. 
The descriptions of the extensive earthworks are detailed and underpinned by the EH landscape and geophysical survey.  The Bronze Age barrows and each of the nine ramparts and ditches are described individually, followed by the internal groups of house platforms and a field system. The one drawback in reading this section was constantly flicking back to the earthwork plan – a removable copy to refer to whilst reading this section would have proved useful, especially in relation to the more complex arrangement of house platforms and field system described in the interior of the cliff castle. The geophysical survey provided some additional information showing several linear features including cultivation terraces and indicated an area of enhanced magnetic activity in the south-eastern area of the site possibly related to metalworking. In view of the long gestation of this report it is unfortunate that EH did not grasp the opportunity to undertake a more recent geophysical survey, as techniques have improved considerably since the original survey in 1983. As the authors of this section point out a more informative and subtle survey could now be achieved.
The section describing the excavations starts with a fascinating description of the background, strategy and organisation of the excavations putting them in a historical perspective that reminds us how greatly methodology has changed in the past 70 years. It is clear that a considerable amount of painstaking work has gone into reconstructing the stratigraphy, structures, sections and plans, sometimes having to rely solely on the site diary and excellent photographic record. It is a great achievement of the authors that such a detailed analysis of the excavations could be teased out from the records. The stratigraphic analysis is supported by a considerable number of radiocarbon  dates.
The excavations focused on three areas of the interior to the west of Rampart 7. Trenches 71 and 72 close to the north edge of the site examined Rampart 8 and to its east revealed a number of postholes and surfaces indicative of structures.  In the centre trenches 63-64 cut across several lynchets and revealed House 1. Towards the south of the site trenches 61 and 62 partly examined Rampart 7 and revealed the build up middens and an area of ironworking to the west of it.
Features related to ironworking found in trench 62 included furnace bases, ore roasting pits, and a feature probably for storage of charcoal. Since its excavation the site has been regarded as a nationally significant metal working site with a wide range of metal working activities attributed. This analysis clarifies the character of the assemblage and shows that iron smelting was the major activity possibly with subsidiary small scale copper smelting. Analysis of the slags by David Dungworth indicates a compositionally distinct group which should enable iron produced at Trevelgue and exported to be identified and leads to the surprising conclusion that the type of furnace used was a bowl furnace, a type that had come to be regarded as not used in Iron Age Britain. 

The most significant areas are the main roundhouse House 1, still unique in its architecture and construction, the areas producing evidence of iron smelting and the middens. House 1 was a complex structure with walls of dry stone and slab construction and several internal rings of postholes, indicative of phases of rebuild and containing a plethora of internal features including hearths, pits, screens and other internal subdivisions. Considerable quantities of ironworking debris were found within the building, where ores were apparently being stored. 

The Iron Age building, House 1,  was deliberately demolished and ‘acts of closure’ have been identified. The most convincing is a substantial amount of a South West Decorated vessel placed as a structured deposit in one of the doorposts following removal of the post, but the argument is less convincing for internal pits and postholes deliberately repacked with stones or covered by paving, which could equally be interpreted as internal alterations requiring repair of the floor during the 200 years of its occupation from c300-100BC.  The conclusion is that the building was dismantled and left as a ruin for 400 years until the 4th century AD, when the floor was scraped cleaned of all earlier debris before it was filled and obliterated with midden material. Was this really the case? Could it be that the building was cleaned out regularly throughout the Roman phase either maintaining the structure as an open meeting area or as a storage space for midden material. Was the material found infilling the building only the final phase of curated midden being stored in the building?
The deposition of midden material as an addition to the back of Rampart 7 exposed in trenches 61and 62 produced evidence of deliberate selection in the types of material incorporated in the midden compared to contemporary artefacts from House 1. The recognition of these middens adds a further dimension to our understanding of the way middens were treated and used and suggests the manner in which they were stored or displayed changed from the large extensive middens such as Chisenbury and Potterne of the Late Bronze Age: was there some element of control by bringing it within a defended space and was it just produced by the inhabitants of the promontory fort or do the quantities involved represent midden produced elsewhere?

The final chapters bring together the strands of evidence for the use of the site from the Mesolithic, when it would have been an inland hilltop, through the Neolithic and Bronze Age as it gradually became a coastal promontory. The discussion of the site in the first millennium BC, when it was continuously occupied, focuses on the character and inter-relationship of iron exploitation, the development of the earthworks, middens and House 1. Henrietta Quinnell discusses the evidence of the Roman and early 5th century phase and the change of status following the cessation of iron exploitation and the impact of Roman administration in the region. The site must have maintained some importance as it has produced more Roman coins than any other site in Cornwall. It is suggested that Trevelgue may have formed some sort of administrative centre during the Roman period, though Richard Reece in the coin report draws parallels with those found at Nornour on the Isles of Scilly, thought to be associated with a shrine and suggests some form of land based cult may have existed  at Trevelgue.
In the final chapter Jacky Nowakowski reviews the Cornish cliff castles and the impact of the evidence from Trevelgue on our understanding of these sites. It includes a catalogue of all known or probable cliff castles, summarises past interpretations and reviews the excavated evidence limited to a handful of sites, of which the most recently excavated was over 25 years ago. A key element of the discussion is whether the rise of cliff castles relates to specialised exploitation of iron ores, though there is not the evidence to suggest all were directly involved in this activity. The wide variety in the character of cliff castles that pervades this section suggests to the reviewer that no single factor may have been responsible, unless iron exploitation is seen as the catalyst to changes in attitude to control, power and display throughout society reflected not only in the appearance of cliff castles but hillforts in general. 
This volume has extracted impressive amounts of information from the 1939 excavation, which has benefitted from modern techniques of analysis, that would have been lacking had it been published by the excavator. This however should not be taken as a good reason for others to procrastinate on their publication backlog! This volume has presented a considerable amount of new data, in enough detail to allow others to use and reassess it and has provided an important contribution bringing many new insights to the study of cliff castles and Iron Age archaeology at both a regional and national level.
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