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As its title indicates, this book stretches the definition of ‘prehistoric’, for it concerns the latter part of the ‘long’ Iron Age of Scandinavia, where some written sources are available. Hedeager is particularly concerned with the pre-Christian period, and uses the written sources in a critically reflexive manner, treating them as contextualised artefacts in their own right. Though containing biases and contradictions, Hedeager convincingly argues that many written sources contain mythic structures from a pre-historic past, and they thus reflect a longer-lasting cosmology and world view. Key to Hedeager’s analysis are theoretical concepts such as the Annales School notion of mentalités or a society’s contextual belief system, and the model of three different temporal durations or wavelengths. 
Hedeager initially considers origin myths and the complex, changing ethnic and political identities of the peoples of northern Europe and Scandinavia during this period. She argues that with the notable exception of the Franks, groups such as the Vandals, Lombards, Angles and Saxons all had Scandinavian/Germanic origin myths and legends, and many features of the iconography on artefacts such as brooches and bracteates contained stylistic elements derived from Classical and Scandinavian sources. Germanic animal styles reference a mythic past, although I am less certain how this was also a ‘conscious act of forgetting ‘(Hedeager 2011, 51). In an especially fascinating section, Hedeager then goes on to argue convincingly from evidence including personal names, written sources and iconography, that in Scandinavian society, identity was less fixed and more mutable than in the post-Christianised era, with people not only manifesting qualities of creatures such as wolves, boar and bears but also believing in the physical reality of transformation into these creatures, in part derived from older shamanic practices. Similarly, gender identities were also less fixed with some women exercising influence as warriors and political and religious leaders, and categories of masculinity and femininity negotiated through dress, hair styles, personal ornamentation and material culture. Cross-dressing male and female ritual specialists and sex-based ritual practices (including the eye-watering use of preserved horses’ penises) are just some of the many interesting topics explored in the book.
The volume also investigates the role of hoards and special places in the Scandinavian landscape, ‘sacred geographies’ and cosmological order, the social impact of the Huns in Scandinavia, and the wide-ranging cosmological and ontological changes brought about by the conversion to Christianity. As might be imagined from the subjects covered, the book is very wide-ranging and extensively referenced. There are a few surprising exceptions – Alex Sanmark’s considered study Power and Conversion – a Comparative Study of Christianisation in Scandinavia (Sanmark 2004) based on her doctoral thesis is not mentioned at all and papers in the excellent edited volume Old Norse Religion in Long-term Perspectives (Andrén, Jennbert and Raudvere 2006), are not drawn upon as much as they might have been. Overall, however, this is a highly stimulating and well-researched book, and there are many potentially productive avenues for further reading and research opened up by it. In particular, the exploration of alternative ontologies and ‘ways of being’ in the world offers much food for thought for prehistorians everywhere who are seeking to interpret or understand diverse communities even more distant in time. I initially knew little about the period and material culture covered by the book, being more at home in later prehistory and the Roman periods, but I was extremely glad that I had read it. 
The volume is generally well-presented and illustrated, although it is perhaps a shame that there are only a few photographs with some of the more interesting artefacts only shown as line drawings, although the latter are of excellent quality and this has also kept the cost of the paperback edition down.  
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Explanatory note: Bracteates are flat discs/medallions using worn on clothing
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